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Goals

I Importance of political talk on the internet

I Talk about Mutz and Wojcieszak’s results

I Start thinking about political communication project
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Before we get started...

I For Wednesday read Johnson et al., 2008 (Skip Delli Carpini
et al., 2004)

I Also going to skip Kaid Chapter 4

I Read Marcus (2003) for Friday.
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Reinvigorating Democracy

I The authors begin by stating that scholars have hoped that
the Internet would reinvigorate democracy.

I What is the authors’ concern?

I Why might the Internet be a solution to their concern?
I Given what you read in this article do you think the Internet is

helping to reinvigorate democracy?

I How do the authors go about examining the Internet’s
potential to reinvigorate democracy?
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Talk or Discussion

I What do the authors mean when they refer to talk and
discussion? Are they they same thing?

I Which do the authors examine?

I How do they examine political talk?

I What is the weakness in the way they examine political talk?
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respondents in this data set participated in at least one chat room or message board,
but 63% had visited two, and 36% reported visiting three or more online spaces.

When respondents selected an apolitical online group, they were next asked
whether people participating in the group ever talked about political topics or
controversial public issues. Responses were coded as 0 if political discussion did
not occur and 1 if it did, with four politically oriented chat room or message boards
coded as 1. If political discussion occurred in a given online group, respondents were
asked whether they generally agreed or disagreed with the views expressed by other
participants, with the response option ranging from 1 (strongly agree) to 5 (strongly
disagree), with 3 indicating ‘‘neither agree nor disagree.’’

Results

Overwhelmingly, people are most likely to participate in online discourse centering
on shared hobbies, interests, and activities, what we collectively refer to as ‘‘leisure
activities.’’ Forty-five percent of the online discussion groups generated by our
random sample were of this variety. As illustrated by the percentages shown in
parentheses at the bottom of Figure 1, online groups for professional organizations,
fan communities, support groups, and political groups are far less popular, but each
of these four spaces accounts for between 10-13% of the total online chat room or
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Figure 1 Exposure to political talk by type of online discussion group.

Note: Percentages in parentheses indicate the percentage of all online groups that fell into each
category. Bar height illustrates the percentage of each type of online groups that include
political talk. The unit of analysis is the group-respondent pair (n = 2041).

Online Groups and Political Discourse M. E. Wojcieszak & D. C. Mutz

44 Journal of Communication 59 (2009) 40–56 ª 2009 International Communication Association
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Trust the findings?

I Do you think the authors’ findings depict what is occurring on
the Internet?
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Thinking about the communication project...

I The authors find that some political talk does occur on the
internet. However, they rely on a survey of what respondents
reported being exposed to, which means that we don’t really
know what going on on the internet.

I If we wanted to go out on the internet and explore whether
there is political talk, what would we look for?

I In other words, how do we know it when we see it?

Drew Seib Political Communication



Goals
Importance of Political Talk

Results

Thinking about the communication project...Continued

I Need to form groups of 2 (One group will have 3).

I Picking Topics
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